
P-X
TREE IN POORLY DRAINED SOIL

Root ball surface shall be
positioned to be
one - quarter above finished
grade.

Loosened soil. Dig and turn the
soil to reduce compaction to the
area and depth shown.

Trunk caliper shall
meet ANSI Z60 current
edition for root ball size.

3x widest dimension of root ball.

Bottom of root ball rests on
existing or recompacted soil.

Existing site soil added to
create a smooth transition
from the top of the raised root
ball to the finished grade at a
15% max. slope.

SECTION VIEW Existing soil.

Original  grade.

Central leader. (See crown
observations detail).

Root ball modified as
required.

 Round-topped
 soil berm 4" high x 8" wide

above root ball surface shall
be constructed around the
root ball. Berm shall begin

at root ball periphery.

Notes:
1- Trees shall be of quality
prescribed in crown
observations and root
observations details and
specifications.

2- See specifications for
further requirements related to
this detail.

4" layer of mulch.
No more than 1" of mulch on
top of root ball. (See
specifications for mulch).

Prior to mulching, lightly tamp
soil around the root ball in 6"
lifts to brace tree. Do not over
compact. When the planting
hole has been backfilled, pour
water around the root ball to
settle the soil.

Finished  grade.
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P-X
ROOT CORRECTION DETAIL - CONTAINER

Cut here.

Cut here.
Cut here.

Cut here.
Cut here.

Tree planted too deeply in root ball.
Remove excess substrate and roots to
meet root inspection detail.

Cut structural root just before it makes
abrupt turn. Pruning cut should be made
tangent (parallel) to the trunk.

Cut structural roots just before they make
abrupt turn by cutting tangent (parallel) to
the trunk (two cuts shown).

Cut here.

Four structural roots shown in black.
Remove root (white) growing over
structural roots.

Five structural (large) roots shown in
black. Remove structural root (white)
wrapping root collar.

Six structural roots shown in black.
Remove roots (white) growing over root
collar by cutting them just before they
make an abrupt turn.

Cut here.

Notes:
1- All trees shown are rejectable unless they undergo recommended correction.
2- First Step 1, then Step 2. Roots and soil may be removed during the correction process; substrate/soil shall be replaced after correction has been completed.
3- Trees shall meet root observations detail following correction.
4- Small roots (1/4" or less) on the periphery of the root ball are common with container plant production. These small roots are not defined as "defects" and can
be addressed at the time of installation (See root ball shaving container detail).

Cut here.

Tree planted too deeply in root ball.
Remove excess substrate and roots to
meet root inspection detail.

Remove excess
roots.

Remove excess
substrate/soil.

Seven structural roots shown in black.
Remove structural roots (white) growing
around or over root collar by cutting them
just before they make an abrupt turn.

Root ball periphery.

Step 1 - Remove substrate over root collar.

Root collar.New root
ball surface.

Root collar.
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Step 2 - Remove defects.



SHAVING COMPLETESHAVING PROCESSBEFORE SHAVING

Shave root ball here to
remove all roots
growing on periphery.

Notes:
1- Shaving to be conducted using a sharp blade or hand saw eliminating no more than needed to remove all roots on the periphery of root ball.

2- Shaving can be performed just prior to planting or after placing in the hole.

ROOT BALL SHAVING CONTAINER DETAIL

Root tips exposed at
periphery of root ball. All

roots growing around
periphery are removed.

Shave outer
periphery

of the root ball a
maximum

of 2" thick.

2"
Max.
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P-X
ROOT CORRECTION DETAIL - BALLED AND BURLAPPED

Cut here.
Cut here.

Cut here.Cut here.

Tree planted too deeply in root ball.
Remove excess soil and roots to
meet root inspection detail.

Remove structural roots (4 shown in
black) extending from root ball.

Four structural roots shown in black.
Remove root (white) growing over
structural roots.

Five structural (large) roots shown in
black. Remove structural (white)
root wrapping root collar.

Six structural roots shown in black.
Remove structural roots (white)
growing over root collar by cutting
them just before they make an
abrupt turn.

Cut here.Cut here.

Notes:
1- All trees shown are rejectable unless they undergo recommended correction.
2- First step 1, then step 2. Adjust hole depth to allow for the removal of excess soil and roots over the root collar.
3- Roots and soil may be removed during the correction process; substrate/soil shall  be replaced after the correction has been completed.
4- Trees shall pass root observations detail following correction.

New root
ball surface.

Tree planted too deeply in root ball.
Remove excess soil and roots to
meet root inspection detail.

Remove
excess roots.

Remove excess
soil.

Seven structural roots shown in
black. Remove structural roots
(white) growing around or over root
collar by cutting them just before
they make an abrupt turn.

Step 1 - Remove soil and roots over the root collar.

Step 2 - Remove defects.

Root collar.

Root collar.

Remove structural roots (4 shown in black) deflected on root ball
periphery. Small roots (1

4" or less) at the periphery of the root ball
are not defined as defects and do not need to be removed.
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P-X
TREE STAKING - LODGE POLES (3)

SECTION VIEW

6'
-0

"
2'

-0
"

Three (3") two inch lodge pole
stakes. Install approximately 2"
away from the edge of the root
ball. Stake location shall not
interfere with permanent branches.

32" long non-abrasive rubber ties.

PLAN VIEW

Rubber tree ties.
Lodge pole stakes.

Remove nursery stake. If
central leader needs to be
straightened or held erect, it is
acceptable to attach a 12" x 8'
bamboo pole to the central leader
and trunk.

Prevailing wind.
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